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Executive Summary

Peregrinegfalcons the fastest and most widelgistributed bird of prey inspre awe inall who catch a
glimpse of themThisraptor species is miquein Mainedue toits small populationpractical
conservatiormeasures, ad management that fosters partnershipgrossurban and remote habitats

Even in the midst ahcreasing populations, peregrines remain vulnerable due to their modest numbers
and sensitivity to nesting disturband@espite thsechallenges, partners in both urban and forested
landscapes can work ®nsurepopulation stability.

Whether nesting a a bridge building,or cliff, peregrines arsusceptible tadisturbance during thie
breeding seasorknowing the presence and location of the nissinvaluable for guiding the timing and
nature ofactivities inthe vicinity. Adult peregrinesdefend their nests aggressively, posting a safety
hazard to unsuspectingdividualsandleavngthe eggs orchicksvulnerable to overheating or chilling
Furthermore fledglings near the point of flight can be at risk of fallingtafrtled. The Maine Department
of Inland Fisheries and WildI@s@DIFW)Raptor Biologistollaborateswith partners to develop
creativeconservation strategies

Beyondefforts at nest sitesperegrine conservatiomitiativescontinue to revolve aroung@ositively

impacting the population throughout the state. Tlismprehensive approadncludesthe development

of a state species conservation plampadeningpartnerships tailoring messagindor various audiences

active participatiorin professional meetings, monitoring mortality and disease, contributing to regional
banding effortsjntegratingcurrent and historic breeding season sungatainto species databases, and
conductingannualbreeding surveyand reporting The populatiy Q& &AT S YR aSyaaiida
need for ongoing statewide monitoring and management.

To fully appreciateurrentconservatioreffortsz A G Q& S & & Shedrantafic histdty ofiley & A RS N
peregrine falconln the 1960s pregrinesnearlydisappeaed nationwidedue to the pesticide DDT, but a
subsequent ban on this contaminant, coupled with restoration initiatilex$ to their resurgence.

Peregrines were absent from Maine for over 30 ydarssuccessfuy returnedto nestingin 1988.As

they expandedmonitoringall breeding sitebecame a logistical challengeet@een2019 and 2021an

attempt was made to visill knownnest siteswith recent peregrine activityCall2019b, 2020, 2041).

This created ghoroughunderstanding of the statusiccounted for variatiotthat may occur between

years and contributed to the formation of valuable partnershi@ibsequently, visits have been limited

to locations where knowledge of the breeding status informssia practcesor as interest and

available surveyors permit.

In 2023, at the 34 sites that were visite®0 pairs were observed. Of tise30 pairs,18 pairs attempted to

nest. Threenest failureswere confirmed andthe 17 successfuhestingpairs hatche®7 chicls. Al

young weredocumented at 28 days or oldand 11 were observed in flightOf the 17 nesting pairs that
produced chickssixwere cliff nestersand of thell urban nestersthree were in quarriessixwere on

buildings, andwo were on an old osprey nediuilt on top oftransmission/light bwers. Overall

produdivity (# fledglings/total # pairsl.23 waslower thanin20i H O M ®nN T 0 0 dfim i AGYM @ H H
1.32, 1.2%espectively.
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Background

The peregrine falcoralco peregrinyshereafter peregrineglmostvanishedrom the continental
United Statedecause othe widespread use of the pesticide DDT. The populatiaghe Eastern U.S.
was historically rare anthought to be completely gonby 1964 (Enderson et al. 1995).197Q the
peregrine wasleclared aFederaly Endangered speciegnd efforts were éaken to save itsuch as
banningDDT and otheharmful chemicalsandbreeding the birds in captivityrhese efforts were
successful, and in 199the peregrine falcon was removed from tRederalist of Endangeredspecies
because it met certain criterjancluding having a healthy populatisize, goodeproductive
performanceand not having environmental contaminaritsits eggs or thin eggshe(U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service 1999pespite the Federal delisting of peregrines, they remain orMaee state
EndangeredYoecies listPeregrine recovery iMaine andthroughout theNortheast has been a success;
however, theycontinue tobenefit from focused monitoring and management due to their small
population size and thiémited number of successful breeding pairs.

If you see a peregrine falcon in Maine, it is likely eitheescéndant of birds that were brought back as
part of conservation efforts or a member of the Tundra subspedies.Americameregrine falcon
subspeciesised to be found in Maine but disappeared due to DO}¥e reintroduced peregrines are a
mix of birds fom the captive breeding program and don't belongsfiecific subspecies or racéstotal

of 144 of these birds were released in Maine between 1984 and 1997 and they usualyisttye

state to breed and liveOn the other hand, the Tundra subspecis/ ®ieed in Maine but migrate
through in the spring and fall. This subspecies was removed frometther& list of endangered species
andis not consideredindangered at the state level.

The MainePeregrine Falcon Prograimcollaboration with aliverse array of partners working to help
protect and conservéhis spectacular bird of preyrheprogramfacilitates conservation actions intended

to directly influence statewide peregrine population levalgd habitats These actions include

monitoring breedingsuccessbandingunderstandingand addressingotential threats to the
population(e.g, causes of mortalitycontaminants, diseasdpngrangespecieglanning,assessingand
resolvingissuesat nest sitesdata managementand exensive collaboration and outreachhe goal is to
attain stable populations in Maine and contribute to metapopulation stability throughout the Northeast.

e s e
— g s
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Survey Methods

A standardized survey protocahd a list obreedingsiteswere created in 2019Call2019g updated

version 2024). Anyone interested in conducting standardiz&aveyscanemailerynn.call@maine.gov
Typicallythe breeding season spans betwektarch 15" and August 18. Howeveryoung birdscan be

seenat their nest sitesvell into the fall,and like their parentsthey tend to remain nomigratory. Visits
shouldgenerally document the presencer lack thereofpf asingle adult opair, nestincubation, the
numberand age othicksthe numberof young that survivetok Hy RI @a3 | y R attyed @& 2
flying stage Incidental observations can be reportedittaine eBird any time of year.

Nesting Season Summary

{ dzZNBSeé wSadz Ga

Anattempt wasmade to monitor all sitewvith arecenthistory of peregrine residency for three
consecutive years beginning in 20@all 2019b, 2020, 20BL Since then, sitehave beervisited if
there is apotential management benefit in documenting the breeding staor if thee were surveyors

available and interested'hus, the tally is not indicative of a statewide totdre time and number of
visits to a site create more certainty in the accuracy of the breeding status designation.

In 2023, at the 34 sites that were visited 3(airs were observed. Of the®airs observed]8 pairs

attempted to nest.Threenest failureswere confirmed andthe 17 successful nestingairs hatche®7

chicls. All young were documented at 28 days or older and 11 were observed in flight. Of the 17 nesting
pairs that produced chicks, six were cliff nesters, and of the 11 urban nesters, three were in quarries, six
were on buildings, and two were on an old ospr@st built on top of transmission/light towerQverall

LINE RdzZOGA@GAGE ol FftSRIAtAyITakdad2a0lt | LI A 0 @sbor b
1.32, 1.29 respectively).

Table 1Sitespecific results of peregrine falcon mtoring in Maine, 203.

First Last Total

Site # Site Name Breeding Status Survey Survey Effort

Chicks Date  Date (min) Surveys
006 Mt Kineo Pair- nest 1 3/28 7/11 235 2
012 Pine Mtn Pair- nest 2 4/11 6/25 286 5
013 Buck's Ledge Pair- nest 2 3/30 7/11 656 4
016 Bald Mtn Pair- no nest a7 7127 660 3
017 Mt Megunticook Pair- no nest 4/19 7112 209 2
020 Half Mile Pond None 4/15 4/15 30 1
022 The Precipice Pair- nest 3 3/17 7/14 428 6
024 Beech CIiff None 4/27 4/27 90 1
025 Valley Cove Pair- nest 2 3/22 717 283 4
030 Grafton Notch Pair- no nest 4/13 6/7 60 3
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Table 1 continued. Sitspecific results of peregrine falcon monitoring in Maine, 202

First Last Total

Site # Site Name Breeding Status Survey Survey Effort

Chicks Date  Date  (min) Surveys
035 E‘ZféhRoyce MIn: Evans — oair- nest 1 518 619 109 2
043 Barren Mtn Pair- no nest 4/11 4/11 120 1
044  Jordan Pond Pair- no nest 5/25 7121 538 3
045 Squaredock Mtn Pair- no nest 4/15 6/23 220 3
046 Brimstone Mtri Pair- no nest 4/29 4/29 10 1
049 Ironbound Island None 6/30 7112 146 2
051 Bath Iron Works Pair- nest 3 5/10 6/18 31 2
052 Casco Bay Bridge Pair- no nest 3/14 5/10 5 5
053 Piscataqua Riv Bridg®% Pair- nest- NH NA NA NA NA NA
056 Pejepscot Quarry Pair- nestfailure 4/11 7/18 327 4
057A Franco Center Pair- nestfailure 3/9 5/19 367 7
058B Westbrook Quarry Pair- nest 3 5/23 6/26 189 3
059A Granite Hill Quarry Pair- nest 1 4/28 6/8 85 4
060 395 Bridgé Pair- nestfailure 3/17  7/12 15 5
061 Old Town Mill Pair- nest 1 4/22 6/12 75 2
062 Winslow Mill See 062B 4/13 6/2 70 3
062B Hathaway Pair- nest 1 6/8 719 120 2
063B Belfast Quarry Pair- nest 4 5/30 6/14 50 2
065 Ram Isl Ledge Lighthouse¢ Pair- no nest 6/10 6/14 315 2
066B Saint Andres Pair- nest 4 3/10 6/23 1527 16
067D Trans Tower Buckspért  Pair- nest 1 5/30 6/28 191 4
069 Dragon Fields Quarry None 4/21 4/21 65 1
082 Fourth Debsconeag Lake Pair-no nest 5/7 8/1 160 4
086 SappiMill Skowhegan Pair- nest 1 5/30 6/19 70 3
130 Dragon Cement Products Pair- nest 4 5/30 5/30 15 1
136 Madison Mill Pair- nest 3 4/11 7/18 250 5

'0On 8/5, 4.5 mi nortlof 046 Brimstone Mtn.over Mooselookmeguntic Lake,suspected fledglingeregrinewas
observed flyingvith an unknown age peregrine. Note there amutheastfacingcliffs 1 mile to the south of the
lake on Bemis Mountain thahight be suitable nesting habitat, or these birds could have been from Bnirasto

2Counted as pardf the NH state total as the pair was just over the state line, 3 young.

3Male band64/BU,3rd-yr return, subadult(with silver leg bandyand adultfemaleobserved 1 egg, did nohatch.
“New nest site, pair with nest failure at nearby 062 Winslow MRQ(&2.

>New nest site, pair witlnest at nearby 067C Trans Tower Prospect South in 2022.
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A total of118 surveyswere conductedwith 133 hours logged, an@4 sites visited betweer3/9/23 and
8/1/23. Some sitesvere not visited in 2023 but peregrines were documenatdhese locations in

recent yeargTable 2)It will be important to document activity at these locations as opportunities arise
to do so.

Table 2Most recent monitoring results of sites thatere not visited ir2023

# Year Last

Site # Site Name Breeding Status Chicks Monitored
001 Bigelow Mtn- Old Man's Head Single 2021
002 C Bluff Mtn Pair- nest 2 2019
007 Wassataquoik Mtn Pair- no nest 2021
009 Horse Mtn Pair- no nest 2021
018 Eagle Bluff Mountainy Pond Pair- nest 4 2021
019 Fletcher Bluff Pair- no nest 2022
027 Jordan's Delight Pair- nest 2 2022
029 The Brothers* None 2022
031 Tumbledown Mtn Single 2022
038 Tumbledown Dick Mtn Peru  Single 2021
041 Rattlesnake Mtn Single 2019
042 Ragged Jack Mtn Pair- no nest 2019
055 Bear Mtn Waterford Pair- nest 1 2022
064 Indian Stream Mtn Pair- nest 3 2021
124 Slidedown Mtn: West Branch Pair- nest 1 2021
of Sandy Stream

* A single 15minute survey was incidentally conducted.
WAPEA 4 '_‘, — :M/ ¥ (‘ ™~ Soana - A

Photo by Ed Rosenber:
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. FYRAY3
When possibleadult or young peregrines are fitted with a United State g
Geological Survey (USGS) leg band etched with a uniqueligime
number and a bcolored band with a unique series of colors, letters, ar \
numbers. In the Northeast, peregrines are banded with the colbdack
over green(see photo on the right)nformation from banded birds
provides invaluable insights intaiwival, movements, antdow long
individuals may stay at a nest site as part of a breeding paehatch
year birds were bandenh 2023 (Table3).

x\‘

Table 3. Maine peregrine falcon banding summary 302 Photo by Acadia National Parl

Date . Color

Banded Site/Town Status Age Sex Band Contact/Partner
6/1 022 The Precipice Banded at nest HY F BP/653 Acadia National Park
6/1 022 ThePrecipice  Banded at nest HY F BP/66 Acadia National Park
6/1 022 The Precipice Bandedatnest HY M BP/12 Acadia National Park
6/2 059A Granite Hill Banded at nest  HY F BP/77 MDIFW, B)dlv_ersny

Quarry/Hallowell Research Institute
80 066B StAndres leaedand . pgppg  MDIFW, Centerfor
released Wildlife

Fatally hit by a car in Pennsylvaniatd@1/23.
20ne of the four chicks that hatched @86B St. Andres in Biddeford was recovesads/20a few streets over
from the nest treated by the Center for Wildlifdanded and releasewn 8/9 at adjacentsite 066 MERC.

- From left to right Logan Route (Biodiversity Research Institute [BRI]), Chris

%2 DeSorbo (BRI), Kendall Mard@viDIFW) and Lauren diBiccaBRI)Photo by
Erynn Call (MDIFWphoto by Center  Erynn Call

for Wildlife
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Maine hay” Quinuallybanded a significant number of peregrinaince thespeciesteintroduction
Recently only ahandfulwere banded(2019 0, 2020: 2, 20215, and 202210). This is limited ampared
to neighboring statesBetween 35 to 55 chickare consistentlypanded annuallyn each ofthe following
states:MA,NJ,NY,PA and VA Considering this, it's remarkable how mastysenationsof banded
peregrinewe document It mayindicateeither banded peregrines are conspicuous or that dierall
population like the breeding populations relatively smal

Observations obanded peregrines in 2&nclude:
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